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portland, oregon’s 937 CONDOMINIUMS one of greenest
residential buildings in usa 

Third High-Rise Condominium Building in the USA to receive LEED platinum designation
PORTLAND   August 11, 2010   – The developers of 937 Condominiums, an artistic and environmentally friendly high-rise building located in Portland’s Pearl District, announced today that the highly acclaimed green residential development has earned LEED ® Platinum certification from the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC).  In a city nationally recognized as aleader in green architecture, 937 Condominiums now ranks as one of the greenest residential high-rise condominiums in the country.  Portland’s strong ties to the environment inspired the development team to stick as close to nature as possible when designing 937.

“937 Condominiums has many energy cost saving features, but most important is the building design,” said Geoff Wenker, Co-Developer of 937 Condominiums.  “937 is shaped slender in the North-South direction and wide in the East-West direction, which presents a large face to the North and South.  A high efficiency water source heat pump system was chosen because of the ability to move excess heat from the homes on the South side to the North side when appropriate. This is a common condition for our Portland, Oregon temperate climate.  The slenderness of the building, combined with wider than normal floor plans, means that the individual homes are shallower than most and surrounded with daylight from our larger windows.  Overall 937 is estimated to save over 40 per cent in energy costs compared to similar existing building,” Wenker added.  “937 is a premier example of sustainable, green building development and this achievement is the result of a dedicated and experienced team of professionals working toward a common goal of paying homage to the environment, not only in design but in functionality,” said Patrick Kessi, Co-Developer of 937 Condominiums.  
              The architect team at Ankrom Moisan and Holst Architecture drew upon the natural web-like fractal patterns found in rock formations when designing the slender exterior of 937.  Vertically stacked custom wheat colored bricks, random window openings, and a playful balcony pattern are used to produce this abstract expression of art, symbolic of the creative history of the Pearl District.

  “This Platinum rating is a perfect example of the power of the team.  Everyone contributed to the shared goal of combining the best in building systems design with the best visual design,” said Mack Selberg, a LEED AP, and Ankrom Moisan Project Manager.  “We used standard off the shelf technology and concentrated on how those systems worked together to create a whole that is more efficient than the sum of its parts.  It is amazing to consider that 114 families can comfortably live in a half block downtown Portland building near all the city services one could want in a healthy and highly efficient building,” he added.


 “We wanted to create a building that was not only visually stimulating, but that would also continue to raise the bar for green standards in Portland, said Kessi  We are excited to have more than 64 per cent of our building sold to date.  We thank our team at 937 and our homeowners for assisting in our sales efforts. We hope to continue as the top selling building in the Pearl and we believe receiving LEED Platinum designation separates us even further from other high rises on the West Coast.  The excitement is mounting for increased sales in second half of 2010.  “We have partnered with Wells Fargo to offer attractive financing packages and we have many incredible homes still available to purchase.  There is still a great opportunity to purchase here at 937, but our inventory of homes is going fast,” Kessi added.

About 937 Condominiums/ LEED Platinum Details

The developers, Geoff Wenker and Patrick Kessi hired Andersen Construction Company as CMGC early in the design process to work closely with the architect, Ankrom Moisan and environmental consultant Green Building Services to ensure the building achieved LEED Platinum designation.  937 has an elevated 180 ton flow through storm water planter that purifies water runoff from the tower roof before it leaves the site bound for the Willamette River about a half a mile away.




937’s commercial podium is covered with a 4,000 square foot green-roof, helping the storm water retention and filtration and insulating the building while reducing the “heat-island” effect.  This eco-roof is artistically designed with plants and flowers mixed with pavers.  Other green efficiencies include: LEED compliant appliances; externally vented kitchens; energy labeled windows, the clearest LEED compliant windows; zero CFC-based refrigerants, cutting down on the gasses that contribute to global warming and ozone depletion; building design to maximize daylight to each home;  and high efficiency heating and cooling systems.  Located in the parking garage are bicycle storage facilities and charging stations for short-range electric vehicles, encouraging green transportation within the building.


937 is estimated to use 40% less energy than similar buildings of its size.  Through selection of the most efficient mechanical equipment and a highly efficient design, residents will enjoy the same level of comfort, but will be saving energy and money as their homes will use significantly less energy than others on the market.  Through efficient water fixtures, like dual-flush toilets and careful selection of aerators on faucets, 937 is also able to save over 30% of the typical water consumption for a building of its size, reducing the demand on the fresh water supply.


In addition, the design and construction team were able to specify and source materials with at least 20% of recycled content, helping to reduce the demand for virgin materials.  At least 20% of the building products and construction materials is extracted, processed and manufactured regionally, supporting the use of indigenous materials and cutting down on pollution by not transporting materials long distances.  Anderson and subcontractors were also able to recycle over 93% of demolition materials and construction debris during the building process.   The use of low-emitting materials qualified for several LEED points and the construction indoor air quality management  generated additional points.  Some other key features are low light pollution, lighting controls, temperatures controls, storage and collection of recyclables, electric car charging stations, and many others.

937 Design Features




The 16-story mixed use luxury condominium was conceived by Kessi and Wenker of 937 Group when they sought to diversify the current Pearl District condominium inventory by creating high-rise suites with an abundance of light, truly modern interiors, and an imaginative fractal exterior design.  The interiors of each condominium are minimalist with clean lines, creating a palette for each owner to craft their own artistic interpretation.  Suites range from 763 square feet to 2,483 square feet, and have sold from $270,000 to $2.5 million. 



The core of each suite focuses around a spacious great room with large eight-foot clear glass windows lining the length of the suite, increasing the amount of natural light that reaches the interior of the condominium.   State-of-the-art linear kitchens are appointed with quartz counter tops and full height quartz backsplashes with puck lighting and outlets.  Premium appliances were used in the kitchens and the dishwasher, range hood, and refrigerator have oak skins, blending in with the rest of the cabinetry.  Master bedrooms are designed for a king-sized bed and feature large windows, spacious closets with interior lighting, and are separated from the great rooms with oversized doors.  Premium contemporary Ann Sacks selected finishes appoint the bathrooms and feature oversized walk-in showers or deep soaking tubs.  The bathrooms have large mirrors with indirect lighting, vanities with slab countertops, tile floors, and European bathroom accessories.  For added privacy and a quiet living experience, double demising walls and sheet rock lids on the ceiling are used throughout each unit.   


937’s main lobby shares the design direction of the exterior, with floor-to-ceiling glass panels and an innovative fractal pattern art wall.  The lobby with security and a concierge service is available to residents and guests.  114 temperature-controlled secured storage units are located in the garage, ground floor or mezzanine level for each condominium home.  937 also has two levels of secured, underground parking.


937 is located in the heart of Portland’s Pearl District, between 9th and 10th Avenues on NW Glisan Street.  The building is surrounded by downtown Portland to the south, hip and trendy Nob Hill to the West and the Willamette River waterfront to the east.

The sales office is located inside the building in Suite 530.  Julie Hoffinger is the principal broker for City Living LLC.  The office is open Monday through Friday 10-6 and Saturday and Sunday 12-6. For more information, please visit www.937condominiums.com or call 503 248 9371.  

###

Attention news media:   Photo opportunities available upon request.  Please contact Denny Shleifer at 503 888-6913 for additional information.

